
                                
                                 Western Washington 

        nonviolent peaceforce 
 

 
 

The Deterrence “Race” 
 
 
 
Here’s What the Nonviolent Peaceforce Field Team Actually Did: 
 
Once they learned of the situation in Trincomalee, the NP field team in the 
area contacted the Sinahalese taxi drivers association, the Tamil PeopleÕs 
Forum (a civic/political organization), and other groups with influence in 
their respective communities, explaining the NPÕs mission and offering to 
work with all sides to resolve the situation peacefully.  The NP team 
members also contacted the security forces, informed them about NPÕs 
mission and discussed NPÕs intention to start peace patrols in potential 
flashpoint areas.  As the situation progressed, the NP team invited the 
Norwegian monitoring mission and other international organizationsÕ staff to 
provide a visible, nonviolent presence, which they agreed to do.  As 
necessary, NP team members provided protective accompaniment to Sri 
Lankan peace-makers and encouraged the involvement of Sri Lankan peace 
groups and individuals.   
 
These efforts did not eliminate the violence but did contain it.  Moreover, 
once a Sinhalese Buddhist monk with a reputation as a peace maker got 
involved, he was able to persuade all sides to accept a compromise:  the 
Buddha statue was moved to a different area of Trincomalee.  
 


