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        nonviolent peaceforce 
 

The Deter rence ÒRaceÓ 
 

Instructions: 
 

1. Gather into teams of 4 or 5.  You are a peace team for the Nonviolent Peaceforce. 
2. Review these instructions. 
3. Read the Scenario below carefully.  This is the context for your peacework. 
4. Your team will be given 12 cards.  On each card is a brief description of an action 

your team might take.  Keep the cards face down until you are told ÒGoÓ. 
5. On ÒGoÓ read each card in your team and for each action determine by consensus 

whether this action is 
(a) Likely to Endanger Lives or Lead to Violence, 
(b) Likely to Protect Lives or Reduce the Chance of Violence, or 
(c) Unclear whether it would Endanger or Protect. 

6. When your team has made a decision on the action have a team member bring the 
card up to the board at the front and tape it under one of the headings Likely to 
Endanger, Likely to Proctect, or Unclear. 

7. Peacework sometimes calls for quick decision making.   To simulate that in this 
exercise, youÕll have only 15 minutes to make your decisions. 

8. The team that has the most cards up on the board at the end of 15 minutes [or the 
team that gets all 12 on the board first] ÒwinsÓ. 

 

Important Note:  There are no ÒrightÓ and ÒwrongÓ answers here. 
 
The Scenario (A True Story): 

Your team is in the field for the Nonviolent Peaceforce, living and working near 
Trincomalee, a city on the east coast of Sri Lanka, with a mix of Tamil Hindu and Muslim 
populations and a minority of Sinhalese Buddhists (but who are in the large majority in 
the country as a whole and who dominate the Sri Lankan government). 

A week or so before Wesak, the annual celebration of the birth of Buddha, a large Buddha 
statue appears on one of the main thoroughfares, erected by a Sinhalese taxi drivers 
association.  Muslims and Hindus are both outraged, and tensions are rising.  The Tamil 
Hindus call a ÒhartalÓ, a shut down of commercial activity. Buddhists, Hindus and 
Muslims all schedule demonstrations and counter-demonstrations in front of the statue as 
Wesak approaches, and communal clashes occur. 
 

The police and Sri Lanka military, as well as the political wing of the Tamil Tigers take no 
action at first, although they are faced with the prospect of communal riots and violence if 
the situation is not defused quickly and carefully.  A local peace activist begins gathering 
others, from all the religious, political and ethnic groups interested in peace, to lobby the 
authorities to remove the statue to a less prominent location.  She appeals to your team 
for support as crowds are gathering in different parts of the city to march to the statue. 

You now have to decide what action you should take.  On each card are some possible 
options for you to considerÉÉ .good luck! 


