Western Washington
Nonviolent pPeacefor ce

The Deterrence CGRaceO

Instructions:

1. Gathe intoteamsof 4 or 5. You are apeace team for the Nonviolent Peaceforce.

2. Review theseindructions

3. Read the Scenario bdow carefully. Thisisthe context for your peacework.

4. Yourteam will begiven 12 cards On each card isabrief description of an action
your team might take. Keep the cardsface down until you are told GGoO

5. On GGoOread each card in your team and for each action determine by consensus
whether thisactionis

(a) Likely to Endange Livesor Lead to Violence,
(b) Likely to Protect Lives or Reduce the Chance of Violence, or
(c) Undear whether it would Endange or Protect.

6. When your team has made a decision on theaction have ateam member bringthe
card up to theboad at thefrontand tapeit unde one of theheadingsLikely to
Endange, Likely to Proctect, or Undear.

7. Peacework sometimes calls for quick decison making. To simulate tha in this
exercise, you® have only 15 minutes to make your decisions

8. Theteam tha hasthemog cardsupontheboad a theend of 15 minutes[or the
team that gets all 12 ontheboard first] Qvingd

Important Note: There are no QightOand GvrongCanswers here.

The Scenario (A True Story):

Your team isin thefield for the Nonviolent Peaceforce, living and working near
Trincomaee, acity ontheeast coast of Sri Lanka, with amix of Tamil Hinduand Musdlim
populations andaminarity of Sinhalese Buddhists (but who arein thelarge mgority in
the county as awhole and who dominate the Sri Lankan government).

A week or so before Wesak, theannud celebration of the birth of Buddha alarge Buddha
statue appears on one of themain thoroughfares, erected by a Sinhalese taxi drivers
assodation. Muslims and Hindusare both outraged, and tensionsarerising. The Tamil
Hindus cal a hartdQ ashut down of commercia activity. Buddhists, Hindusand
Muslims dl schedue demondrations and counter-demongrationsin front of the statue as
Wesak approaches, and communal clashes occur.

The police and Sri Lankamilitary, as well as the political wing of the Tamil Tigers take no
action at first, dthough they are faced with the prospect of commund riots and violence if
thestuaionisnot defused quickly and carefully. A loca peace activist beginsgathering
othes, from dl theredigious politicd and ethnic groups interested in peace, to lobby the
authorities to remove the statue to aless prominent location. She appeals to your team
for support as crowds are gathering in different parts of thecity to march to the statue

Y ou now have to decide what action you should take. On each card are some possible
options for you to consderEE .good luck!




